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READER: That sounds all right. But Indians outside the Trans-
vaal, who have done much to help us, complain that we have secured
our own interests without realizing that finger-impressions might be
introduced in other Colonies where no one had so far thought of them.1
When a man like Mr. Gandhi, they argue, gives his finger-impressions
readily, how can anyone else expect his protest to be taken seriously?
The Transvaal Indians, they assert, have brought total ruin on the
others. How shall we answer these charges?
EDITOR: It is altogether wrong of people outside the Transvaal
to complain in this manner. They ought to have understood the nature
of the campaign. Look at it like this: if the Transvaal Indians giye finger-
impressions of their own accord, why should they become compulsory
elsewhere? Are people outside the Transvaal women wearing bangles
that they could be compelled to give finger-impressions? On the
contrary, by fighting against the law, the Transvaal has helped the cause
of the weak not only in South Africa but all over the world, and thus
given them strength.
The [Natal] Mercury says:2 All that has been decided is the principle
of respecting the rights and feelings of an unenfranchised section of the
population, and paying regard to Imperial responsibilities.
This is [all but] literally true. The Indian people who hitherto had
no franchise have now, so to speak, been enfranchised. To argue that,
following this, finger-prints may be introduced in other Colonies is as
ridiculous as to complain about a side-dish in the menu and ignore the
excellence of the main course.
Let us also add that finger-impressions are likely to be introduced
everywhere sooner or later. For, from -a scientific point of view, they
are the most effective means of identification. They cannot offend
anyone's religious susceptibilities. This method of identification was
introduced in Natal in 1903 for indentured labourers. It applies to
a large number of whites in the Transvaal. There is therefore no harm
in giving finger-impressions of our own free choice as we have agreed
to do; on the contrary there are a number of advantages to be gained
by doing so.
It must be borne in min'd that at other places, such as the Cape,
Delagoa Bay, etc., photographs are required, compared to which finger-
impressions are a thousand times better.3 Please also remember that,
in the Transvaal, the finger-prints will figure in the application form
and not in the certificate.
1 In fact, this happened in Rhodesia.
2 This   passage  is taken from  the   English  version of   The Natal Mercury's
comment.
3  Vide Vol. VI, pp. 346 & 349.